STAND AGAINST RACISM 2021:
GUIDE FOR PARTNERS
YWCA’s annual Stand Against Racism campaign is the
cornerstone of our national network’s efforts to eliminate
racism, wherever it exists, by any means necessary. The
campaign is designed to build community among those who
work for racial justice and raise awareness about the impact of
institutional and structural racism. Each year, communities
across the United States find an issue or cause that inspires
them to take a stand against racism, and to unite their voices
to educate, advocate, and promote racial justice.
During YWCA’s 15th annual Stand Against Racism on April 22-25, 2021—as our nation continues to face
the intersecting public health crises of COVID-19 and racism—we invite YWCAs and allied groups to
focus their events and organizing on the myriad racial justice issues that impact the health and safety
of communities of color.
Structural racism plays a large role in determining the conditions in which people are born, grow,
work, live, and age, and affects people’s access to quality housing, education, food, transportation,
political power, and other social determinants of health. Understanding and addressing systemic
racism from this public health perspective is crucial to eliminating racial and ethnic inequities, and to
improving opportunity and well-being across communities.
Our collective efforts can root out injustice, transform institutions, and create a world that sees
women, girls and people of color the way we see them: Equal. Powerful. Unstoppable. Thank you for
joining us in this immensely important mission. Please use this guide as a resource and starting
point as you prepare for and participate in Stand Against Racism.

NATIONAL PARTNERS
Historically, our Stand Against Racism campaign has been focused on our national YWCA network.
YWCA USA provides resources and tools for our local associations and other interested local
organizations and institutions across the country, helping them to get involved by hosting an
event(s) during this year’s week of action and/or by participating digitally. In 2018, we expanded
the campaign to other national organizations and were thrilled by the incredible support and
enthusiasm that we received. This year, we hope to further Stand Against Racism’s national
footprint by providing even more opportunities to engage with this campaign. We couldn’t be
more excited to have your support as an official Stand Against Racism partner!
As an official national partner, we ask that you promote, share, and support Stand Against Racism
in at least one (if not more!) of the following ways:
Pre-Event Activities
●

Announce your participation and share your excitement about Stand Against Racism. Tell
your network that you are participating in Stand Against Racism as an official partner for
the campaign and the many reasons you decided to join us (see sample social media at
the end of this partner guide)! Express enthusiasm for the campaign and share why it is
important to your organization. If you are hosting an event(s), share information and
logistical details. Use the sample social media language in this partner guide to get
started.

●

Encourage your members/audience to join the campaign by inviting them to visit the
campaign website and join us, sign up to hold their own event(s), find and attend an
existing event, contact their members of Congress about the impact of racism on public
health, and/or participate in any of our national activities, including taking a campaign
selfie.

During the Campaign Weekend (April 22 - 25)
●

Promote Stand Against Racism every day between April 22 - 25 on social media to help us
create sustained attention on eliminating racism and our national Stand Against Racism
campaign. (See sample social media at the end of this toolkit!)

If your organization has interest and capacity in participating in Stand Against Racism in other
ways, we encourage you to:

●

Support or participate in an event near you — and encourage your network to do the
same! A list of current Stand Against Racism events around the country is available on
our website.

●

Hold your own Stand Against Racism event(s). Register your event(s) on the campaign
website to access other promotional tools and resources to plan an event. A Stand Against
Racism event can be big or small, and take place anywhere, even online! For example, a
webinar, a town hall, a community dinner, a film or book discussion, or an issue education
Facebook Live are just a few ideas. Visit our website for even more ideas!

●

Write a Letter to the Editor or blog post about your involvement in the Stand Against
Racism campaign. Public issue education about the importance of eliminating racism and
promoting racial equity is one of the most important ways to engage in Stand Against
Racism. If you are interested in co-writing a piece with YWCA USA, please email
StandAgainstRacism@ywca.org.

●

Share information with your network about racial justice issues and efforts. Use YWCA’s
racial justice fact sheets, updated for most recent data in 2021, available on our website.

HASHTAGS AND TAGGING
●

#StandAgainstRacism — please use this hashtag for anything on social media related to
Stand Against Racism. If you’d like, please feel free to add other hashtags from related
YWCA campaigns, such as #UntilJusticeJustIs, as well as anti-racism hashtags such as
#RacialEquity and #RacismIsAPublicHealthCrisis.

●

@YWCAUSA — space permitting, please tag us in your social media posts and feel free to
also tag and interact with other national partners. We will post an ongoing, rolling list of
national partners on the Stand Against Racism homepage.

PROMOTIONAL SHARE GRAPHICS
We encourage all our partners to utilize the promotional shareable graphics created for Stand
Against Racism to enhance their social media and other external communications. Posts with
photos are more likely to capture the attention of stakeholders, receive retweets, or get liked by
changemakers. Samples will be available soon!
SAMPLE PROMOTIONAL SOCIAL MEDIA

We encourage all Stand Against Racism National Partners to utilize the following, pre-prepared
language on social media to announce their involvement:
Facebook and Instagram: [insert/use share graphics (link coming soon!)]
We are excited to share that we are a national partner for YWCA USA’s annual #StandAgainstRacism
campaign, taking place April 22-25. Eliminating racism once and for all is imperative, and for that to
happen, we must all take part in the effort. Join us: standagainstracism.org/
I am proud to join YWCA and others across the country for #StandAgainstRacism. Our collective
efforts can root out injustice, transform institutions, and create a world that sees women, girls and
people of color the way we see them: Equal. Powerful. Unstoppable. Join Us!
standagainstracism.org/
We are so excited for YWCA’s upcoming #StandAgainstRacism campaign – April 22-25 -- when we
will join others around the country to raise awareness, engage communities, and work to
eliminate racism. Learn more and join us at standagainstracism.org/
This week, I am joining YWCA and others for #StandAgainstRacism, to elevate stories, share
information, and raise awareness about structural and institutional racism—and the need to
declare that #RacismIsAPublicHealthCrisis. Join us: standagainstracism.org/
Twitter: [insert/use share graphics (link coming soon!)]
We’re excited to be a national partner for @YWCAUSA’s #StandAgainstRacism campaign. It’s
time to take a stand and change our national culture. Join us! standagainstracism.org/
Structural and institutional racism affects our community and all other communities across the
country. That is why we are working with @YWCAUSA to end it: standagainstracism.org/
#StandAgainstRacism
We are joining @YWCAUSA in their #StandAgainstRacism campaign because we know that racism
hurts our families, our communities, and our country. Join us: standagainstracism.org/
#StandAgainstRacism is April 22-25: we’re joining @YWCAUSA to #EliminateRacism. Will you?
standagainstracism.org/
.@YWCAUSA’s #StandAgainstRacism campaign is April 22-25 & we’re a national partner! Join us &
many others in highlighting the work that needs to be done to #EliminateRacism.

standagainstracism.org/
This week, join us and @YWCAUSA as we raise awareness about institutional and structural racism.
There are so many ways to get involved. Visit the site and find out how:
standagainstracism.org/join-us #StandAgainstRacism
Our mission is bold: to #EliminateRacism. But we believe that it is urgent and necessary. That’s
why we’re partnering with @YWCAUSA for #StandAgainstRacism. Join us. Together, let’s work to
make this a reality! standagainstracism.org/
The communities we serve demand justince in a thousand different ways. This April, we’re joining our
friends at @YWCAUSA to demand justice alongside them, #UntilJusticeJustIs.
standagainstracism.org/ #StandAgainstRacism
As #COVID19 disrupts all aspects of life, it also exacerbates the impact of systemic & structural racism
on communities of color. We must declare that #RacismIsAPublicHealthCrisis and work together to
end it. standagainstracism.org #StandAgainstRacism
The last year has lay bare the inequities that exist in our justice system, in our education system, and
in our healthcare system. Together, let’s #StandAgainstRacism and create a world where justice… just
is. #UntilJusticeJustIs standagainstracism.org

